
The Lion 
 News from St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Mendham, New Jersey AUTUMN 2017 

Jesus said, “Go into all the world and proclaim the 
good news to the whole creation.”      Mark 16.15 

New Website for St. Mark’s 
Thanks to Jai Catalano for design-
ing a new logo and helping create 
a new website, coming soon at: 

www.stmarksmendham.org 

Walk at Hilltop Cemetery 
Oct. 29, 3 p.m. 

A time to remember and give 
thanks to God for all the saints 

who now rest in Christ 

All Saints Sunday at 
Grace Lutheran Church 

Nov. 5, 10 a.m. 
We join our friends at Grace 

Church and celebrate their 50 
years of ministry in Mendham 

Good Company 
Nov. 10, 6 p.m. 

An informal evening for all ages 
of good food and 
learning together 

Pledge Ingathering Sunday 
Nov. 19 

With grateful hearts we pledge 
our support for the ministries of 

{ǘΦ aŀǊƪΩǎ ƛƴ нлму 

Growing in God 
Inquirers Class 

Sundays at 9 a.m. 
Reading the Letter of Paul to the Romans 

Holy Eucharist & Sunday School 
Sundays at 10 a.m. 

Morning Prayer 
Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. 

Blessings Abound 
   Welcome to The LionΣ ŀ άƴŜǿ 
ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊέ ŦƻǊ {ǘΦ aŀǊƪΩǎΗ ¸ƻǳ 
probably know that a winged lion 
is the symbol of our patron saint, 
Mark the Evangelist. (Be on the 
lookout for lions the next time 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ {ǘΦ 
aŀǊƪΩǎΦύ 9ǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŜƭŜŎπ
tronic communication, reading on 
paper continues to be valuable, 
ǎƻ ǊŜŀŘ ƻƴ ŀƴŘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ Ŧƛƴπ
ished, share this newsletter with 
a friend or neighbor. 

 It was a joy recently to cele-
brate the blessing of the animals 
in commemoration of the feast of 
St. Francis. A friendly mix of hu-
mans and canines (no lions, 
though) gathered on a rainy day, 
gave thanks for blessed Francis 
and prayed for blessings on all 
creatures great and small. 

 As we enter this autumn sea-
son, I invite you to count the 
many blessings of God in your life. 
In our consumer-oriented world, 
ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘŜƳǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ 
the negative and think that we 
ƴŜŜŘ άƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΦέ 

 Our faith in Christ invites us to 
remember all that God has done 
for us and respond in gratitude. 
LǘΩǎ ƴƻ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ 
act of worship is giving thanks to 
a generous God (the Greek word 
Eucharist ƳŜŀƴǎ άǘƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎέύΦ 

 I am deeply grateful for St. 
aŀǊƪΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǿŜ ǎƘŀǊŜ 
in this place. May our sense of ap-
preciation grow as we reach out 
to others in love and share the 
good news of God in Christ. See 
you in Church and on the Way, 

   The Rev. Shawn Carty 

Coming Soon 



Financial Report 
As of 9/30/17  

Income $ 92,739 
Budget $ 99,317 
Balance (deficit) $ -6,578 

Thank you giving generously 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ aŀǊƪΩǎΗ 
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and service organizations that 
millennials are not joiners, and I 
suspect this is true of many tradi-
tional parishes as well. So what 
should we do? We dance. Of 
course, we should still revel in the 

many won-
derful tradi-
tions we 
have at St. 
Mark's and 
within the 
E p i s c o p a l 
Church. Our 
dancing al-
lows us to 
share them 
with others, 
while appre-
ciating the 
traditions of 

another Christian culture. In scrip-
ture we read countless examples 
of Jesus' inclusivity. He wants us 
to celebrate all the ways his di-

An Invitation to Dance 
Karen Cerreta, Senior Warden 

 Recently when I went to church 
at Grace Lutheran, I was delighted 
to read in the bulletin the invita-
tion to join the Bell Choir. I 
t h ou gh t , 
ά²ƻǿΣ L 
k n o w 
someone 
under my 
roof who 
m i g h t 
really en-
Ƨƻȅ ǘƘŀǘΦέ 
When I 
asked my 
n e w l y -
m i n t e d 
m i d d l e 
schooler if 
she'd like to play the bells, her 
eyes first widened, and then lit up 
at the reality of this opportunity. 
Within a day, she was signed up 
and eagerly welcomed. I am so 
very grateful that she is a part of 
this music ministry, and that this 
option is available to her and to 
us. St. Mark's is my church home. 
Yet, there is something attractive, 
if not decadent, about taking part 
in the offerings of two smallish 
churches that, to me, are kind of 
different and sort of the same. 
Yes, as Shawn has shared, we are 
dancing with the Lutherans, 
though we're not quite sure how 
to define the Facebook status of 
our relationship. We're on some 
path together, and who knows 
where this may lead. Sometimes 
the best journey begins without a 
specific destination in mind. 

 In the past decade, our own 
diocese has experienced a para-
digm shift where thriving parishes 
now support part-time priests. 
And, we see by declining trends 
of once powerful membership 

verse followers worship and 
honor him. We keep dancing. Yet, 
for dancers to feel the most joy 
and experiment with more diffi-
cult steps, I hope our circle will 
widen. I invite you to dance -- in a 
way that makes you feel comfort-
able, and members of the Vestry 
and I welcome your feedback 
along this journey. 

 A few years ago, at Shawn's 
first annual meeting at St. Mark's, 
I remember him sharing a Calvin 
and Hobbes cartoon, encouraging 
us to go exploring. I look forward 
to wherever the next part of the 
ride brings us. 

The mission of St. Mark’s is to know 
and celebrate God and to care for 

others in Christ’s name. 


